
 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFFORD COUNTY CHESAPEAKE BAY BOARD 

NOVEMBER 21, 2022 MEETING PACKAGE 

 



 

STAFFORD COUNTY CHESAPEAKE BAY BOARD 
 

Agenda 

 

Monday, November 21, 2022 at 6:00 pm 

Board Chambers of the George L. Gordon, Jr. Government 

Center 

 

A. Call to Order 
 

B. Roll Call of Members 
 

C. Determination of a Quorum 
 

D. Approval of Meeting Minutes – July 25, 2022 
 

E. New Business 
 

Public Hearing - 22154690; Chesapeake Bay Special Exception CBB22-01 – Mr. 

Mark Schirching, applicant, is requesting a special exception under Sec. 27B-14 

of the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Ordinance from the 

requirements of Sec. 27B-7 "Development Conditions" and Sec. 27B-11 

“Nonconforming uses and noncomplying structures” in order to construct an 

inground pool and associated infrastructure within the Critical Resource Protection 

Area (CRPA) on TMP 43W-24. 

 

F. Old Business 
 

G. Chairman’s Report 
 

H. Staff Report 
 

I. Adjournment 
 



 

 

 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

  



 

STAFFORD COUNTY CHESAPEAKE BAY BOARD 
 

Roll Call 

 

Monday, November 21, 2022 at 6:00 pm 

Board Chambers of the George L. Gordon, Jr. Government 

Center 

 

CTO:        p.m. 

Members:         Present        Absent 

Anthony Pineau           
Dan Adams         
Jim Riutta         
Mary Rust         
Robert Hayden         
Sue Henderson         
Benjamin Rudasill        

 

Staff:      Present 

Joe Fiorello      

John Saunders      

Emily Torrey      

       

       

       

       

 
Adjourn:           p.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

CHESAPEAKE BAY BOARD 

JULY 25, 2022 MEETING MINUTES 

  



 

STAFFORD COUNTY CHESAPEAKE BAY BOARD 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Monday, July 25, 2022 at 6:00 pm 
ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr. Government 

Center 
 
A. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 6:14 pm by Mr. Pineau.  

B. Roll Call 

Members Present: Anthony Pineau, Ben Rudasill, Dan Adams, Mary 

Rust, Sue Henderson, Robert Hayden 

Members Absent: Jim Riutta 

 

Staff Present: John Saunders, Joe Fiorello, Emily Torrey 

 

C. Determination of a Quorum 

A quorum was established with 6 of the 7 members present. 

 

D. Election of Officers 

➢ Election of Chairman 

Mary Rust nominated Sue Henderson for Chairman, which was seconded by Anthony 

Pineau. Ms. Henderson was elected as Chairman with a total of 6 votes.  

 

➢ Election of Vice-Chairman 

Sue Henderson nominated Mary Rust for Vice-Chairman, which was seconded by Anthony 

Pineau. Ms. Rust was elected as Vice-Chairman with a total of 6 votes.  

 

E. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

➢ November 15, 2021 

Ms. Henderson made a motion to approve the minutes from November 15, 2021. The 

motion passed 6-0. 

 

F. Public Hearings 

There were no presentations by members of the public. 

 

 



 

G. Old Business 

None 

 

H. New Business 

None 

 

I. Chairman’s Report 

 None 

 

J. Staff Report 

Emily Torrey gave an update on the progress of the new Chesapeake Bay webpage. The webpage 

is actually several webpages that will link to each other. It will provide shoreline property owners 

with information on shorelines, floodplains and other information on the development and 

protection of their property.  There will be a separate FAQ page.  Mr. Saunders added that they 

hope to create a page that is easy to navigate, intuitive and tailored to waterfront property 

owners. There will be links to VMRC resources, general floodplain information, access to ArcGIS 

and other environmental topics to be considered (wetlands, Chesapeake Bay, etc.). Currently, 

there is an abundance of information that they are working to pare down. The information that 

they hope to include will be distributed to the board for review (currently in Word format). They 

are looking for suggestions on making the page a little more manageable and less intimidating 

for those coming to the page for the first time. The Community Engagement department will 

take the information provided and create the page. The process is relatively quick once the 

information is provided to Community Engagement. Mr. Saunders estimates 4-6 weeks to have 

the page created. The goal is to provide the best information available while welcoming citizens 

to reach out with any further questions.      

 

K. Adjournment 

With no further business to discuss the Chesapeake Bay Board meeting adjourned at 6:27 pm. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUISNESS 

SCHIRCHING POOL SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

  



 

 

 

November 21, 2022 

 

 

MEMORANDUM TO:  Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board 

 

 

FROM:    Joseph Fiorello 

      Environmental Planner 

 

 

SUBJECT: AP# 21154690; Special Exception Application; CBB22-01; Mr. 

Mark Schirching Pool 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Vicinity Map 

2. Aerial Imagery 

3. Historical Imagery 

4. Approved Site Grading Plan 

5. Application 

6. Site Photos 

7. Proposed Resolutions 

 

ISSUE: 

The project involves the proposed installation of an inground pool which will impact 

approximately 300 sq. ft. of Chesapeake Bay Resource Protection Area (CRPA) buffer. 

BACKGROUND: 

The property is located at 435 Connelly Drive (TM#: 43W-24) in the new development of “Estates 

at Monroe Place” within the Falmouth-Hartwood Election District.  The house was built in 2022.  

An aerial photograph from 2017 shows that the CRPA area proposed for impact was farm field 

prior to site development and was void of woody vegetation. 

Mr. Schirching proposes to install a 16 ft. X 36 ft. pool in his backyard.  The pool will be installed 

approximately 10 feet from the house. 



 

 

The installation of the pool will impact approximately 300 sq. ft. of Chesapeake Bay Resource 

Protection Area buffer (CRPA).  As mentioned above, the CRPA has been void of woody 

vegetation before the property was developed.  To mitigate for the 300 sq. ft. of CRPA impacts, 

Mr. Schirching proposes to plant 12 trees; 8 - dogwood understory trees; 2 – Oak canopy trees; 

and 2 – Maple canopy trees. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: 

The following alternatives are available to the Board: 

1. Adopt proposed Resolution CBB22-1 which approves the request for an extension and 

modification with the previously approved conditions. 

2. Adopt proposed Resolution CBB22-2 which denies the request. 

3. Take no action at this time. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends the approval of CBB22-1 which approves the installation of the pool and the 

planting of 6 understory trees and 4 canopy trees to mitigate the 300 sq. ft. of impacts to the CRPA 

located on-site.  Staff believes the installation of the pool, mitigated by the proposed plantings, 

will not be detrimental to water quality. 



 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 

VICINTIY MAP 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

2022 AERIAL IMAGERY 

  



Proposed Schirching Inground Pool 
TM: 43W-24 

planjpf
PolyLine

planjpf
PolyLine

planjpf
Callout
Project Site

planjpf
Text Box
2022 Eagleview Pictometry
Not to scale

planjpf
Image

planjpf
Rectangle

planjpf
PolyLine

planjpf
Text Box
CRPA Buffer



 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 

HISTORICAL 2017 AERIAL IMAGERY 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

APPROVED LOT GRADING PLAN 
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ATTACHMENT 5 

APPLICATION 
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Supporting Documents 

Created by Applicant 

  









 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 6 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

  





 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 7 

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 
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CHEAPEAKE BAY BOARD 

COUNTY OF STAFFORD 

STAFFORD, VIRGINIA 

 

SPECIAL EXCEPTION RESOLUTION 

 

At a regular meeting of the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board held in the Board of 

Supervisors Chambers, Stafford County Administration Center, Stafford, Virginia, on the 

21st day of November, 2022: 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEMBERS: VOTE: 

Dan Adams  

Anthony Pineau  

Jim Riutta  

Robert Hayden  

Benjamin Rudasill  

Mary Rust  

Sue Henderson  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On the motion of __________, seconded by __________, which carried by a vote of __ to 

__, the following was adopted: 

 
A RESOLUTION WHICH APPROVES AN APPLICATION FOR A 
SPECIAL EXCEPTION PURSUANT COUNTY CODE SECTION 27B-14 
ENTITLED “SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS” TO ALLOW DISTURBANCE OF 
A CRITICAL RESOURCE PROTECTION AREA (CRPA) ON TAX MAP 
PARCELS 43W-24, HARTWOOD ELECTION DISTRICT 

 
 WHEREAS, the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board received application 

22154690 from Mr. Mark Schirching to allow a 300 square foot encroachment of a CRPA 

on Tax Map Parcel 43W-24 to construct an inground pool and associated infrastructure.; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board has authority under 

County Code Section 27B-14 to issue an exception for land disturbance activities in a 

CRPA; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Mark Schirching has applied for an exception to County Code 

Section 27B-7, entitled “Development conditions” and Section 27B-11 entitled 

“Nonconforming uses and noncomplying structures”; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board has given proper notice of 

a public hearing as required by the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, and the Stafford 

County Code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board after due consideration of 

the facts of the application and testimony at the public hearing finds the following;  

 

(1)  Granting the special exception will not confer upon the applicant(s) any special 

privileges denied by this chapter to other property owners who are subject to its 

provisions and who are similarly situated;  



CBB22-01 
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(2) The special exception request is not based on any conditions or circumstances that 

are self-created or self-imposed, nor does the request arise from conditions or 

circumstances either permitted or nonconforming that are related to adjacent 

parcels;  

(3)  The special exception request is the minimum necessary to afford relief;  

(4) The special exception request will be consistent with the purpose and intent of 

this chapter, not injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the 

public welfare, and is not of substantial detriment to water quality; and  

(5) Reasonable and appropriate conditions can be imposed which will prevent the 

special exception request from causing a degradation of water quality; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay 

Board on this the 21st day of November, 2022, that exceptions to County Code Section 27B-

7, entitled “Development conditions”, and Section 27B-11, entitled “Nonconforming uses 

and noncomplying structures”, pursuant to application 22154690 be and it hereby is 

approved with the following conditions: 

 

1. The limits of the CRPA buffer encroachments shall be as shown on the exhibits 

submitted with the Special Exception Application, Attachment 7 of the Staff Report 

dated November 21, 2022. 

 

2. Mitigation for the encroachment into the CRPA must be consistent with the 

plantings proposed in the Special Exception Request. 

 
3. A Land Disturbance Permit will be required if land disturbance is greater than 2,500 

sq. ft. 

 
4. A Building permit will be required for the construction of the pool having no 

greater than 300 sq. ft. of impact to the CRPA located on site. 

 
5. Should design plans change, the applicant is required to contact Stafford County 

Environmental Staff. 

 
6. The applicant shall contact Stafford County Environmental Planner for a post 

construction and vegetation planting site inspection.  Thereafter, applicant is to 

contact Staff to conduct an annual site visit for 2 years.  This monitoring is to verify 

the vegetation is still present and health. 

 
7. The applicant is to ensure the required plantings survive and are in good health in 

perpetuity.  If any of the plantings die they are to be replaced in kind. 

 

8. This resolution, CBB-22-01 for the installation of an inground pool on Tax Map 

Parcel 43W-24 is valid for 1 year and will expire November 21, 2023. 

 

           

                                              _______________________________ 

       Sue Henderson 

Chesapeake Bay Board Chairman 

JPF:et/js 
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CHEAPEAKE BAY BOARD 

COUNTY OF STAFFORD 

STAFFORD, VIRGINIA 

 

SPECIAL EXCEPTION RESOLUTION 

 

At a regular meeting of the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board held in the Board of 

Supervisors Chambers, Stafford County Administration Center, Stafford, Virginia, on the 

21st day of November, 2022: 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEMBERS: VOTE: 

Dan Adams  

Anthony Pineau  

Jim Riutta  

Robert Hayden  

Benjamin Rudasill  

Mary Rust  

Sue Henderson  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On the motion of ___, seconded by ___, which carried by a vote of ___ to ___, the 

following was adopted: 

 
A RESOLUTION WHICH DENIES AN APPLICATION FOR A 
SPECIAL EXCEPTION PURSUANT COUNTY CODE SECTION 27B-
14 ENTITLED “SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS” TO ALLOW 
DISTURBANCE OF A CRITICAL RESOURCE PROTECTION AREA 
(CRPA) ON TAX MAP PARCELS 43W-24, ELECTION DISTRICT 
 

 WHEREAS, the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board received application 

22154690 from Mr. Mark Schirching to allow a 300 square foot encroachment of a CRPA 

on Tax Map Parcel 43W-24 to construct an inground pool and associated infrastructure.; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board has authority under 

County Code Section 27B-14 to issue an exception for land disturbance activities in a 

CRPA; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Mark Schirching has applied for an exception to County Code 

Section 27B-7, entitled “Development conditions” and Section 27B-11 entitled 

“Nonconforming uses and noncomplying structures”; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board has given proper notice 

of a public hearing as required by the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, and the 

Stafford County Code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Stafford County Chesapeake Bay Board after due consideration 

of the facts of the application and testimony at the public hearing finds the following;  
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(1)  Granting the special exception will confer upon the applicant(s) special 

privileges denied by this chapter to other property owners who are subject to its 

provisions and who are similarly situated;  

(2) The special exception request is based on conditions or circumstances that are 

self-created or self-imposed, nor does the request arise from conditions or 

circumstances either permitted or nonconforming that are related to adjacent 

parcels;  

(3)  The special exception request is not the minimum necessary to afford relief;  

(4) The special exception request will not be consistent with the purpose and intent 

of this chapter, injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the 

public welfare, and is of substantial detriment to water quality; and  

(5) Reasonable and appropriate conditions cannot be imposed which will prevent 

the special exception request from causing a degradation of water quality; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Stafford County Chesapeake 

Bay Board on this the 21st day of November, 2022, that exceptions to County Code 

Section 27B-7, entitled “Development conditions”, and Section 27B-11, entitled 

“Nonconforming uses and noncomplying structures”, pursuant to application 22154690 

be and it hereby is denied. 

 

 

           

                                              _______________________________ 

       Sue Henderson 

Chesapeake Bay Board Chairman 

JPF:et/js 



 

 

 

 

 

SCHIRCHING POWER POINT 

PRESENTATION 

  



Chesapeake Bay Board

November 21, 2022

Stafford County Government



Agenda

• Call to Order

• Roll Call 

• Determination of a Quorum

• Approval of Meeting Minutes

– July 25, 2022

• Public Hearing

• CBB22-01 – AP22154690 – Schirching Pool 

– Application to Impact 300 sq. ft. of CRPA for an inground 

pool

2



Chapter 27B: Section 27B-14 – Special 

Exceptions

(a) In deciding whether to grant, grant in modified form or deny a special exception application, 
the board shall review the request for a special exception and the water quality impact 
assessment.  The board may grant the special exception, with such conditions and safeguards 
as deemed necessary to further the purpose and intent of this chapter, if the board finds:

1) Granting the special exception will not confer upon the applicant(s) any special 
privileges denied by this chapter to other property owners who are subject to its 
provisions and who are similarly situated;

2) The special exception request is not based on any conditions or circumstances that are 
self-created or self-imposed, nor does the request arise from conditions or 
circumstances either permitted or nonconforming that are related to adjacent parcels;

3) The special exception request is the minimum necessary to afford relief;

4) The special exception request will be consistent with the purpose and intent of this 
chapter, not injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the public 
welfare, and is not of substantial detriment to water qualify; and

5) Reasonable and appropriate conditions are imposed which will prevent the special 
exception request from causing  a degradation of water quality.

(b) If the board denies the special exception, the board shall provide the applicant(s) with the 
board’s written decision, including its rationale.

3



CBB22-01 - 22154690 – Schirching Pool

• Description:

– A request to impact 300 

sq. ft. of CRPA for the 

installation of an 

inground pool

• Tax Map Parcel No:

– 43W-24

• Election District:

– Hartwood

4

Aquia Creek

43W-24



Background

• Current Condition:
– The site is a 3.11 acre lot with a newly built residence in The Estates at Monroe 

Place.  The proposed placement of the inground pool is limited due to available 
space outside of the CRPA.  The CRPA is currently grass and has been in that 
condition since before 2017; before the subdivision was developed.

• Proposed Condition:
– Install a 16 ft. X 36 ft. inground pool, fence, and pool apron within the CRPA. 

– Installation of 12 trees to mitigate the loss of 300 sq. ft.
• 2 Oaks Trees

• 2 Maple Trees

• 8 Dogwood Trees

• Mr. Schirching is requesting the Board consider the planting of 12 trees, at a 
ratio approximately 3 times greater than required, as compensation for the 
loss of 300 SF of CRPA.  

5



Location Map – 435 Connelly Dr.

6
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Current Conditions
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Current Conditions

8



Proposed Conditions

9



Staff Observations

• Proposed CRPA impacts are the minimum necessary 

to afford relief to install the pool. [Chapter 27B: Section 27-14 (d) (3))]

• No trees will be removed from the CRPA.

• Mitigation planting plan exceeds requirements.

10



 

 

 

 

 

OLD BUISNESS: NONE 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

 

STAFF REPORT: NONE 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 


